
RECORD 
SALMON
RETURNS
in Putah Creek
California Media outlets capture how keystones to the Healthy 
Rivers and Landscapes program helped create functional flows, 
habitat restoration, floodplain connectivity and improved passage 
to bring historic numbers of salmon back into Putah Creek.

RECORD SALMON RUN  
IN PUTAH CREEK,  
SOLANO COUNTY
A record number of 2,100 Chinook salmon have 
returned to spawn in Putah Creek in Solano County, 
marking a significant success for wildlife officials in 
Northern California…

SALMON RETURN TO 
PUTAH CREEK IN YOLO 
CREEK AFTER  
RESTORATION WORK
Hands-on restoration work has spawned a big 
salmon comeback in Yolo County.

IN THE MEDIA

RECORD
SALMON 
RETURNS

https://www.kcra.com/article/record-salmon-run-putah-creek-solano-county/69896346
https://www.cbsnews.com/sacramento/video/salmon-return-to-putah-creek-in-yolo-county-after-restoration-work/?intcid=CNM-00-10abd1h


PUTAH CREEK SEES  
RECORD SALMON  
RETURN
A record 2,150 king salmon (or Chinook salmon) 
returned to spawn in Putah Creek this fall. Timely 
water releases, habitat creation and regional 
collaboration among various public and private 
organizations are being credited with the 
successful run.

PUTAH CREEK SALMON
Putah Creek runs 85 miles across Northern Califor-

nia, creating the border between Solano and Yolo 
counties. Thirty years ago salmon were extinct in 
the stream and it was all but dried up, the victim of 
years of drought and dams diverting water away. 
In 2000, an accord brought those flows back and 
25 years later Putah Creek saw a record breaking 
run of salmon. UC Davis assistant professor Robert 
Lusardi and Dr. Max Stevenson, Streamkeeper of 
Putah Creek, join Insight to tell us why the return 
of salmon to Putah Creek is so important for the 
local ecosystem. 

EARLY FALL RETURN  
ESTIMATE CLIMBS TO 
OVER 2,100 FISH IN 
PUTAH CREEK By Todd Hansen 
FAIRFIELD — A November estimate on the 
number of Chinook salmon making their way 
up Putah Creek to spawn missed the mark – by 
nearly 800. The Solano County Water Agency 
reported on Tuesday that a record 2,150 King 
salmon returned to spawn in Putah Creek this fall. 

PUTAH CREEK SEES  
RECORD SALMON  
RETURN
WINTERS — A record 2,150 king salmon (or Chi-
nook salmon) returned to spawn in Putah Creek 
this fall. Timely water releases, habitat creation 
and regional collaboration among various pub-
lic and private organizations are being credited 
with the successful run… 

2026

https://watershed.ucdavis.edu/people/robert-lusardi
https://watershed.ucdavis.edu/people/robert-lusardi
https://www.linkedin.com/in/max-stevenson-phd-78900272/
https://www.dailyrepublic.com/news/early-fall-return-estimate-climbs-to-over-2-100-fish-in-putah-creek/article_d3214aaa-1f48-4c6f-a0d9-c3d7dac68459.html
https://www.davisenterprise.com/news/putah-creek-sees-record-salmon-return/article_6f19b65f-1ef9-46bd-9670-57834bf6f20d.html
https://fishbio.com/news/putah-creek-sees-record-salmon-return/
https://www.capradio.org/news/insight/2026/01/13/iran-protests-ca-tourism-2025-recap-and-2026-outlook-putah-creek-salmon/

